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THE FEDERAL COUNCIL'S COMMISSION*

"The Commission on Christian Education of the Federal Council
of Churches of Christ in America, on November 8, 1918, took definite
and final steps to include in its membership twenty persons nominated
by the Council of Church Boards of Education; twenty, by the Mission-
ary Education movement; twenty, by the Sunday School Council of
Evangelical Denominations; twenty, from the World's Sunday School
Association; and twenty at large. The Convening Committee of the
Theological Seminaries of North America also has been asked to
nominate twenty persons from its membership.

"This enlarged Commission proposes to formulate a complete edu-
cational program for the churches of the entire nation. A convocation
for this purpose has been called to meet at Atlantic City on December
11, 1918. Closer correlation of work among the above-named organ-
izations is proposed through the maintenance of joint headquarters and,
possibly, a common executive secretary.

"While not distinctly a commission constituted out of members of
the Federal Council, this Commission has formally requested the
Federal Council to recognize it as its accredited educational agency to
which shall be referred all matters of a religious educational nature,
and that it refrains from appointing special committees to deal with
matters of educational import.

"We note with grave concern and sincere anxiety the fact that out
of a proposed membership of one hundred fourteen, probably over
ninety will be those who have been trained in theology rather than in
education and that less than half a dozen members presumably will be
able to speak with professional authority on the subjects of education.
Yet in a day when the most pressing problems involve the correlation
of the work of the church school with that of the public school, the
creation of suitable curricula for week-day religious instruction, and
the elevation of the educational ideals of the teachers of our church
schools, this body proposes to formulate a comprehensive educational
program for the churches of this and other states."

* Extract from the Third Annual Report of the Committee on Religious Education of the
Massachusetts Federation of Churches unanimously adopted by the Masaschusetts Federation
of Churches, November 18. 1918.

The Smith Education Bill (S. 4987) now before Congress seems to
deserve the active support of every educator. It provides for the nat-
ional expenditure of one hundred millions annually to encourage and
improve education in co-operation with the different states.
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